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1850     to the period of my return in 1848, I find our conquests few and far
-----       between.    The first step was to replace Reshid and Co. in office.
-^T. 63     That was soon effected, and might have been followed with earlier consequences  if the  occupation  of Moldavia and Wallachia,  the mission of General Grabbe and the affair of the refugees had not successively occupied the Porte's attention and furnished pretexts for postponing everything else.    In the midst of these embarrassments the successful resistance to Russia and Austria was certainly a harmonious point, but the only lasting internal improvements have been carried since.    They are but four in number, exclusive of the tariff, which contains a most beneficial principle, but one of a commercial rather than an administrative character.    The four internal measures are the equalization of Christian with Musulman evidence, the collection of the Kharaj by the respective communities and not from individuals, the commencement of macadamized roads on a large scale, and the establishment  by   firman  of   the  Protestant  rayas   on   the   same footing as   the other non-Musulman religious communities of the empire.    I may add retrospectively the abolition of the old humiliating custom of making people dismount in passing the Sultan's palace, and prospectively the cessation of the far more mischievous custom of farming out the public revenues which has been promised and confidentially announced to me.    The per contra list of corruption, peculation, insurrection, massacres, pillages and financial disorder, is a formidable drawback on these advantages,    The deficit in the revenue is serious, and much discredit must result from the comparative impunity with which so many revolting outrages have been committed at the expense of the Christian population in Syria and Bulgaria. You are an eyewitness of the deplorable state of things in Baghdad and Mosil, nor have we  yet reached the end of the troubles  in Bosnia.    The Porte will probably continue its successes in putting clown rebellion and pacifying the belligerent tribes, but in the meantime the process of exhaustion goes on, and if the work of reform be not more difficult, its ultimate success becomes daily more problematical.
I would not lightly give up the task which Providence appears to have assigned to me. It seems, however, that the time is approaching when I shall either have obtained all the concessions which can possibly be obtained for a certain period, or be called upon to throw down my cards in despair.
The reactionary party was strong both in the Council and in the country. Too rapid and vigorous reforms would very probably bring about a revolution, and there were signs that the Sultan's bigoted brother Abdu-1-Aziz would be a formidable